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1 Introduction
1.1 Overview
1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Chrysaor Production

(UK) Ltd (the ‘Applicant’) in conjunction with the Environment Agency in respect of the Viking
CCS Pipeline project (the ‘Proposed Development’).

1.1.2 The SoCG sets out the matters of agreement between the Applicant and the Environment
Agency and also explains those matters which, at the time of writing, remain unresolved
between the parties. The agreements to date have been reached through consultation and
continuing discussions between the parties through online meetings.

1.2 The Role of the Environment Agency
1.2.1 The Environment Agency regulates certain activities that have the potential to harm the

environment and people. It decides if relevant environmental permits and other consents
and licences should be issued and, if so, what conditions should be applied. It monitors
compliance with the permit / licence conditions and takes enforcement action if appropriate.

1.2.2 The Environment Agency’s regulatory, licensing and advisory powers and duties derive
(inter alia) from key Acts and Regulations, including:
 Environment Act 1995;

 Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 2016;

 Water Resources Act 1991;

 Flood and Water Management Act 2010;

 Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 and Keeping and Introduction of Fish
Regulations 2015;

 The Planning Act 2008 (the PA2008) and secondary legislation made under the
PA2008;

 The Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2017; and

 Habitats Regulations.
1.2.3 The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 require operators of

certain facilities, which could harm the environment or human health, to obtain permits from
the Environment Agency in addition to the DCO.

1.2.4 The Environment Agency’s environmental permits cover:

 Industry regulation;
 Waste management (waste treatment, recovery or disposal operations);

 Discharges to surface water;

 Groundwater activities;

 Radioactive substances activities;

 Flood risk activities (for example – placing structures in, under or over a main river and
development close to main rivers and flood defences).
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1.3 Purpose of this Statement of Common Ground
1.3.1 The purpose of this document is to summarise the agreements reached between the parties

on matters relevant to the examination of the application and to assist the Examining
Authority (‘ExA’).  It also sets out the matters that remain unresolved at the time of writing,
but which both parties are working positively toward resolving.  As such, it is expected that
further iterations of the SoCG will be submitted to the ExA throughout the Examination and
prior to the making of any Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) for the Proposed
Development.

1.3.2 The SoCG has been prepared with regard to the guidance in ‘Planning Act 2008:
examination of applications for development consent’ (Department for Communities and
Local Government, March 2015).

1.3.3 The remainder of this SoCG is structured as follows:
 Section 2 – Summary of consultation and discussions; and

 Section 3 - Position of the parties

1.4 Status of this Statement of Common Ground
1.4.1 This SoCG is now considered finalised.
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3 Position of the Parties
3.1.1 Table 3-1 sets out the position of the parties relating to the following topics:

 Geology and Hydrogeology – including groundwater. The principal application
documents are:
 Environmental Statement Volume II Chapter 9: Geology and Hydrogeology (APP-

051)

 Appendix 9-3 – Hydrogeological Risk Assessment (APP-094)
 Water Environment – including surface water quantity and quality. The principal

application documents are:

 Environmental Statement Volume II Chapter 11: Water Environment (REP2-004)
 Environmental Statement Volume II Chapter 20: Major Accidents and Disasters

(APP-061)

 Appendix 11.4 - WFD Assessment (REP2-020)

 Appendix 11.5 - Flood Risk Assessment (REP2-022)

 Appendix 3.2 – Crossing Schedule (Application Document APP-069)
 Flood Risk Assessment Appendix 11.5 - Flood Risk Assessment (REP2-022)
 Major Accidents and Disasters – 6.2.19 Environmental Statement - Volume II -

Chapter 19: Major Accidents and Disasters (APP-061)
 Materials and Waste – 6.2.18 Environmental Statement - Volume II - Chapter 18:

Materials and Waste (REP2-011)

 Draft Construction Environmental Management Plan – 6.4.3.1 Environmental
Statement - Volume IV - Appendix 3-1: Draft Construction Environmental Management
Plan (CEMP) (REP2-012)

 Water Framework Directive Assessment – 6.4.11.4 Environmental Statement -
Volume IV - Appendix 11-4: Water Framework Directive (WFD) Assessment (REP2-
020)
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